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However, during Basil’s early years, 
there was certainly no hint of a life in 
interstate trucking. He was born in 
Kempsey on July 4th, 1936, and his 
formative years were spent living a quiet 
country life, just off the Pacific Highway, 
at Eungai Rail, where his father grew 
bananas on nearby Yarrahapinni 
Mountain, and was a part-time builder, 
helping build the occasional house 
around Eungai Rail. 

Turning 17 in 1953, it was time for 
Basil to move further afield and make 
his way into the big wide world. He 
arrived in Sydney that same year, and 
landed himself a job with John Gapes 
Transport who were based at Mascot, 
which was then the transport hub of 
that fair city.

Upon realising that Basil was too 
young to have the required truck license 
for the position, the comment “nobody 
will notice”, was a surprise response 
for the young and eager lad. The job, 
making metropolitan pick-ups and 
deliveries, was his! - Imagine gaining 
employment like that today.
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Basil Jarman, whose long working life in road transport involved driving many 
makes and models, was best known on the east coast of Australia for operating 

a number of Mercedes-Benz trucks between Sydney and Brisbane. 

 A very young Basil with the 1953 Ford that he drove for Teddy Bannerman. 
It is seen here loaded with 44 gallon (200 litre) drums of Golden Fleece fuel 
and oil for delivery to farms around Yarrahapinni. E.E. Bannerman was the 
local agent at the time and the small drums on top probably contained 
either power kerosene for the tractors or ordinary kerosene for home use. 
Basil’s dog Matey is in the foreground.
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 Bannerman’s only dedicated milk truck was 
this 1949 Ford seen here facing north in River 
Street, West Kempsey, between Dangar and 
Carrington Streets. Painted Golden Fleece 
colours, it was be used to transport 10 gallon 
(45.4 litre) milk cans that the framers would 
place on loading docks at the front of their 
properties. They were set at waist height so 
very little lifting was involved in transferring 
them to the truck. Many farms had very small 
herds, some as low as five to nine cows in that 
era. If the truck ever broke down, the flat top 
was simply sent in its place. Imagine trying to 
transport unrefrigerated milk like that today. 
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Basil was very fortunate early on 
when he was befriended by one of 
the experienced drivers there at the 
time, by the name of Jack Batty, who 
commented to the young lad, “stick 
with me and I’ll show you the ropes and 
you’ll have no one walk over you”. 

Although he learnt much under Jack’s 
‘old school’ tuition, Basil got homesick 
and moved back up the coast to 
Kempsey. He did, however, also travel 
to Newcastle for six months working, 
where he experienced the Maitland 
floods in early 1955.

In July of the same year, he got a job 
‘piloting’ a Ford milk truck for Teddy 
Bannerman, of Kempsey, which finally 
saw the beginning of the connection 
between his home region and a life 
working with trucks.

At different times, Basil got to drive 
V8 powered Fords of 1949, 1951 and 
1953 vintage, picking up 10 gallon (45.4 
litre) cans of milk from farms at Aldavilla, 
Moonebah, and Glenrock around 
Kempsey, for delivery to the Nestlé 
factory, situated down the river at 
Smithtown. The farms around Aldavilla 
have long since disappeared with the 
encroachment of housing, as Kempsey 
kept expanding with its growing 
population, and Basil has continued to 
reside in the area.

Those were character building years, 
as he remembers lots of wet weather 
during the late fifties with its resultant 
flooding. As the cows never stopped 
producing milk and the farms still had to 
be serviced come rain or shine, detours 
were the order of the day to get the 
loads through the many low lying areas 
of the Macleay region.

The work wasn’t always consistent 
though, and in the off-season, Basil 
would do tipper work for Teddy 
driving a sidevalve Ford. Initially, this 
involved working for the Council of 
Port Macquarie and Basil remembers 
working with a crew of about seven 
other men, to put the first street into 
Lake Cathie in late 1955.

Work for Wauchope Council to the 
west, was next. When that finished up, 
Mr. Preston, the man who was running 
the Forestry Commission in the town at 
the time, offered them work further west 
through to Mt. Seaview, Yarrowitch, and 
other similar locations.

Teddy was also the local Golden 
Fleece agent and, in between times, 
Basil would deliver fuel in 44 gallon (200 
litre) drums to the various customers, as 
needed. He well remembers taking ten 

44 gallon drums to the Eungai garage, 
to fill their tank so that they could serve 
customers out of the bowsers.

During his time with Teddy 
Bannerman, Basil met the late Alan Kyle, 
who had already established a transport 

business involving the cartage of flour 
from Brisbane, which he used to store 
at Bannermans. And so it was, that at 
this stage of the young lad’s life, the 
call of an interstate driving career was 
heard, and Alan Continued over... 

 Loading from an era that is most definitely gone, Kyle’s Monarch is 
seen here loaded with seventy empty 44 gallon fuel drums on the deck 
along with ninety on top. The drums were from Kempsey and bound for 
the Shell terminal at Pinkenbar in Brisbane. Basil recalls that it teemed 
down with rain from Kempsey to Ballina on that particular trip. This had 
quite an effect on the journey as some of the drums standing upright 
were missing their bungs which meant that they half filled up with water 
from the deluge. Even the drums that had loose bungs managed to ingest 
some water from the constant downpour on a major part of the trip!
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 Basil’s Beaver parked for a “photo shoot” halfway down St. Helena 
near Byron Bay. The sawn timber on board was part of regular loading 
out of the Wills sawmill at Thora which was operated by brothers Bill and 
Ernie. Brown & Broad who were based at Woolloongabba in Brisbane 
took all of the timber from Wills directly to their yard.
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gave him the start on his 
life-long occupation. Basil remembers 
him as a good boss, and with such a 
good working relationship, they ended 
up being good mates also.

In December, 1960, he started his 
interstate driving duties, operating a 
brand new Leyland Beaver, along with 
Sid Sutherland who was assigned the 
other Beaver. Basil recalls that, from 
then until the late sixties was a very 
busy period, with many loads of sawn 
timber coming out of Thora, (situated 
between Dorrigo and Bellingen to the 
north), destined for Brisbane to satisfy 
the housing boom that was happening. 

During Basil’s time with Alan, he 
remembers Alan going into partnership 
with Alec ‘Slugger’ Cooper, along 
with Col and Bruce Eades, to start up 
the iconic Trial Bay Haulage, which 
was based at Urunga, to the north of 
Kempsey. In 1961, four brand new bogie 
drive Mk. V AEC Mammoth Majors were 
bought, to service a Shell contract to 
distribute their fuels out of the South 
West Rocks fuel terminal.

Basil drove one of the outfits for 
approximately two and a half years, 
carting diesel and petrol out over 
Dorrigo Mountain to the tablelands, 
on a regular basis. He recalls that the 
AEC’s “hadn’t a great lot of horsepower. 
It was only second gear up the hill and 
second down the hill”, and “it was a 
matter of hanging onto them”! 

Once the fledgling fuel cartage 
business was fully established, Alan 
decided to get out and concentrate 
on dry freight, and a Brisbane depot 
was established at Bowen Hills. The 
business expanded quite nicely, with 
the acquisition of all the Nestlé work, 
and a large storage shed was built out 
at South Kempsey to service the work.

With the volume of freight that was 
around in the sixties, Basil decided to 
strike out on his own in 1967. Although 
he had lots of enthusiasm to make a 
go of self-employment, he had limited 
savings available for such a new career 
move, so a single drive AEC Monarch 
and trailer was purchased off the late 
Jimmy Clarke, from Sutherlands Lane, 
to get things started. Alan Kyle had also 
started off with a Monarch, and had 
received a good run out of it, so Basil 
was confident that a Monarch would 

 Basil is seen here on the right with one of Alan Kyle’s other drivers, 
John Pierpoint, at South Kempsey in 1962. The Leyland Beaver is loaded 
with general freight loaded in Sydney and destined for Brisbane. The 
McGrath trailers behind the Beavers were bought new from Rocklea in 
Brisbane and Basil remembers them as good equipment.
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 A rear view of the load destined for Brisbane. A special frame was put 
inside the two bottom packs of timber to prevent them moving inwards 
on their journey north. Note that the trailer has the same registration 
number as the prime-mover and that there is only one chain securing the 
front timber pack.
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Continued... 

 Two of the Mk. V AEC Mammoth 
Majors of Trial Bay Haulage at the 
South West Rocks terminal.
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serve him well. The truck proved to be 
a good, reliable vehicle and did a lot of 
work for the fledgling owner/operator 
before being sold some two years later.

During that period, most of his work 
came from John Swire & Sons, who 
were then the seventh largest privately 
owned company in the world! With 
regular loading out of both Sydney and 
Brisbane, this suited him, and he recalls 
that the most unusual load that he 
ever carted for them was a full trailer of 
luggage from the Brisbane wharves. As 
the story goes, a cruise ship that had 
experienced mechanical issues at sea, 
was diverted directly to Sydney after the 
necessary repairs were effected. This 
meant that the passengers that were 
scheduled to embark for the first part 
of their journey at the northern port, 
were now flown to Sydney to start their 
cruise. As a result, their luggage had 
to be road freighted to Sydney to be 
loaded onto the ship, and Basil was one 
of three semis used for this somewhat 
different cargo!

One night back in 1969, Basil had 
gone to Gatton to pick up a trailer load 
of potatoes for a loading agent, but 
with the heavy rain that had fallen, it 
was not possible to access the field to 
do so. Rival agent, Doug Shultz, had 
trucks sitting there also, but decided to 
use Basil, which resulted in a 20-year 
working relationship, carting produce 
out of Gatton to the Sydney markets, 
and a personal friendship with Doug 
and his wife Audrey. 

Although the Leyland had been a 
good truck during his period with Alan, 
and the AEC in turn as well, Basil had 
seen the first LPS 1418 Mercedes-Benz 
join the Kyle fleet, prior to him starting 
out on his own. He was impressed 
by the higher levels of comfort and 
relatively higher Continued over... 

 Basil at the wheel of his own AEC Monarch. Note the extra gravity feed 
fuel tank under the sleeper extension. The truck was geared with a five 
speed gearbox along with a two speed diff and he remembers the truck 
as being very reliable.
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 The first load for Basil and the Monarch was through Alan Kyle and 
consisted of a pontoon for Mineral Deposits from their Crescent Head 
processing plant to a dredging site further up the north coast.
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 The sand miner, Mineral Deposits, 
were regular customers for a 
number of transport operators in 
the Macleay Valley and the Monarch 
is seen here loaded with bags to be 
used by them for their processed 
sand. Basil recalls that they were 
loaded by hand and that on the first 
trip they were placed longitudinally. 
He found it impossible to stop 
them gravitating over the combing 
and solved the problem by loading 
them crossways on the deck on 
subsequent journeys.
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Continued... power, compared to the 
trucks still being offered by the, then, 
Leyland Group, and this made it difficult 
for him to consider another truck from 
the British stable. 

With that lasting impression, when it 
came time to upgrade, Basil was set on 
a 1418 cab-over, and found one in a used 
truckyard in Kerry Road, Archerfield, 
Brisbane, in 1969. It came with a 3-way 
Freighter adjustable spread axle trailer, 
which was just what he wanted by then, 
having accumulated some experience 
on what was required in upgrading when 
it came to trailers.

The weight regulations at the time, 
allowed a maximum gross combination 
weight of 42.5 tons (43.1 tonnes) with the 
trailer axles fully spread out to 11ft. 6ins 
(3.3 metres). As truckies from that era 
would know, there was a lot of tyre scrub 
on the forward axle when manoeuvring 
the many corners in any metropolitan 
area. Basil overcame this, by generally 
closing up the bogie in various city 
environs, whilst keeping a sharp eye out 
for patrolling regulation enforcers!

The Freighter trailer was also 
equipped with their unique suspension 
system, which consisted of a hydraulic 
cylinder connected to the back of each 
spring pack. He recalls the system as 
“a very good idea” due to the axles 
“fluttering” under the trailer on the poor 
road surfaces, which meant the trailer 
headed very steadily down the road and 
the freight never moved, no matter how 
rough the road was.

Just in regards to the subject of 
regulation enforcement, lots of truckies 

would have their share of stories 
involving conflict with the ‘boys in blue’, 
particularly the Highway Patrol. For 
Basil though, each day he drove with 
the attitude that both he and the police 
officers had a job to do, and he therefore 
dealt with them all in a courteous 
manner. This philosophy proved to be a 
good one, as he never experienced any 
problems with the police in all his years 
on the road.

Basil set about putting in as many 
productive miles (as they were back 
then) on the newly acquired Benz, as 
he could legally manage. During this 

period, Diesel Motors, at Rocklea, as the 
Queensland distributors for the German 
marque at the time, took care of most 
of the mechanical and maintenance 
work required, and Basil was more than 
happy with the service. Along the way, 
he decided to give the outfit a distinctive 
look and had the prime mover painted in 
a chocolate brown colour scheme with a 
cream band, along with yellow and blue 
pinstriping.

*Tony Petch

 Purchased on September 15th, 1969, the first of a long line of Mercedes-
Benz (ISN.958) trucks that Basil operated over his lengthy career. The 
LPS 1418 is seen here out the front of his house in Clarence Ryan Avenue 
in West Kempsey loaded with empty Coca-Cola crates for holding the 
small bottles. They were all hand loaded at Brown & Broad in Brisbane 
for delivery to the Coca-Cola bottlers in Newcastle. It was lucrative work 
which Basil had obtained due to his good working relationship with 
Brown & Broad. A couple of other owner-operators thought so as well 
and tried to gazump him without any success which he remembers with 
some satisfaction.
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 Basil’s first Benz in West Kempsey again after it received its “cocoa” 
paint job. Note the change in registration from interstate plates to NSW 
rego (FTP.547) and the retention of the Delbar brand, model HR-62 after-
market mirrors of the type mostly seen on Macks and Whites of the era. 
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 A view of the Freighter 
hydraulic suspension.
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